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was responsible in Whitehall both for policy and for
the control of military operations in Mesopotamia,
while in Egypt and Palestine the War Office was
responsible for military operations and the Foreign
Office for policy.
After the capture of Kut al Arnara the War
Office took over the control of military operations
in Mesopotamia, but political responsibility in that
sphere remained in the hands of the India Office.
In spite of the efforts made by the Arab Bureau
which advised the High Commission in Cairo, to
co-ordinate British policy towards the Arab peoples,
the inevitable divergence of view between the
Foreign Office and the India Office was reflected in
the political and administrative measures adopted
in the two spheres of the Middle Eastern theatre of
operations. The main political objects of the
Foreign Office were to meet the susceptibilities of
Great Britain's European allies, and to counteract
Turkish efforts to unite the Moslems of the world in
a Jehad or Holy War in favour of the Sultan-Caliph.
The India Office, on the other hand, in its capacity
as spokesman for the Government of India, was
more concerned with the susceptibilities of Indian
Moslems, and with the possibility of securing an
outlet for Indian emigration in return for Indian
sacrifices in Mesopotamia.
As early as September 1914 Lord Kitchener,
seeing that Turkey would probably join the Central
Powers, sent a messenger to sound Abdullah, son of
the Sherif of Mecca, as to the probable attitude of
his father and the Arabs. Abdullah replied favour-
ably, provided that his father's position were
recognised and upheld. His Majesty's Government
sent back a message on the 3ist October, the very